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THE HISTORY of the middle ages presents no spectacle more imposing than the Crusades, in

which are to be seen the nations of Asia and of Europe armed against each other, two religions

contending for superiority, and disputing the empire of the world. After having been several times

threatened by the Muslims, and a long time exposed to their invasions, all at once the West arouses

itself, and appears, according to the expression of a Greek historian, to tear itself from its

foundation, in order to precipitate itself upon Asia. All nations abandon their interests and their

rivalries, and see upon the face of the earth but one single country worthy of the ambition of

conquerors. One would believe that there no longer exists in the universe any other city but

Jerusalem, or any other habitable spot of earth but that which contains the tomb of Jesus Christ. All

the roads which lead to the holy city are deluged with blood, and present nothing but the scattered

spoils and wrecks of empires.In this general confusion we may contemplate the sublimest virtues

mixed with all the disorders of the wildest passions. The Christian soldiers have at the same time to

contend against famine, the influence of climate, and enemies the most formidable; in the greatest

dangers, in the midst of their successes and their constant discords, nothing can exhaust either

their perseverance or their resignation. After four years of fatigue, of miseries, and of victories,

Jerusalem is taken by the Crusaders; but as their conquests are not the work of wisdom and

prudence, but the fruit of blind enthusiasm and ill-directed heroism, they create nothing but a

transient power.The banner of the cross soon passes from the hands of Godfrey de Bouillon into

those of his weak and imbecile successors. Jerusalem, now a Christian city, is obliged again to

apply for succour to the West. At the voice of St. Bernard, the Christians take arms. Conducted by

an emperor of Germany and a king of France, they fly to the defence of the Holy Land; but they

have no longer great captains among them; they have none of the magnanimity or heroic

resignation of their fathers. Asia, which beholds their coming without terror, already presents a new

spectacle. The disciples of Mahomet awaken from their apathy; they are at once seized with a

frenzy equal to that which had armed their enemies; they oppose enthusiasm to enthusiasm,

fanaticism to fanaticism, and in their turn burn with a desire to shed their blood in a religious warâ€¦
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this tome was written in the early 19th century. the overall attitude of the author is different from

whatmodern scholarship presents.in many ways it is superior to the modern view. you see the

crusades as they were seen at the time.current volumes tend to lose the feel of the times. with this

book, you see the crusaders as those ofthe times and those of the centuries that followed saw

them. was there, also. manipulations, greed,petty bickerings, etc -- yet, the religious fervor was

there, also. this is all brought to light, but in aninteresting style.really enjoyable.

It was an interesting read. I had always thought the crusaders had done a better job in fighting the

Muhammadans but apparently I was wrong. It seems according to this author they spent as much

time fighting among themselves as they did fighting the muhammadans. One very interesting note

to me was the fact that the crusaders saw aurora borealis as far south as Aleppo in the 9th century.

That would indicate to me that there had been a coronal mass ejection to have A.B. visible that far

south. Of course there was no impact on mankind of any sort because there was nothing for the

charged current to interact with. As this book was written some years ago, the author didn't remark

on it either because, other than remarking about how both sides thought it was a sign from God

favorable to their side, it had no other significance.

I enjoyed the history lesson, which is why I bought the book. But it is written from a

pro-Crusader/Christian point of view. I would prefer a history with a neutral point of view.



Very detailed.

Barbaric, but a must read.

A good read

This was a great value! Like it a lot!

We written and through. Maybe a little too thorough. I was just looking for honest information on all

the Templar novels I have been reading. I god that in more detail than I really find interesting.
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